Talk Ability

The Hanen Program’ for Parents of Verbal Children on the Autism Spectrum

Tuning-In Words

/

Contrast Words

Same/different Positive/negative words (for example, likes/doesn't like)
All/some Or

Before/now Now/later

But Really

Stage 1:“Want” Words

Want Hope

Fancy (UK) Wish

Like Dream

Love Prefer

Stage 2:“Think” Words

Think/don't think Believe Figure out
Know Expect Remind
Forget Feel Bet
Remember Imagine Surprised
Understand Have an idea Afraid that
Wonder Guess

Stage 3:“See” Words

Sees Show

Doesn't see Look

Tell (about what's not seen)

Knows/Doesn’t know
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Tuning-In Words (continued)

Stage 4:“Hidden Feeling” Words

~

These words can all be used to talk about the differences between what people say

and what they really mean.

Say Ask Really Mean (as in, "He means what he says’)
Whisper Tease Promise
Tell Truth/lie Joke
Stage 5:“False Belief” Words

Real/pretend Know

Trick Remember
Fool Expect

Think

Linking Words

Because Before/after
If..then So

When (When something is done, the resultis...)

After (After something is done, the resultis...)
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